
 

As a former chair of the Iowa Democratic Party, I 
have seen a lot in politics. But this one, well, you 
just can’t make this stuff up. 

With his administration facing a growing scandal 
over the use of secret settlements and hush money 
to kick longtime nonpartisan employees out of gov-
ernment to make way for the Governor’s friends 
and donors, Terry Branstad decided it was time for a 
trip to … New Jersey. 

That’s right, New Jersey. 

Branstad headed right to the heart of Governor 
Chris Christie’s scandal-plagued administration, 
where if you don’t play nice with the Governor, 
maybe your bridges don’t stay open very long. He’s 
knee-deep in the toxic muck of one of the nation’s 
most corrupt state governments. 

Come to think of it, Terry Branstad and Chris Chris-
tie were born to run together. And they’re not bond-
ing over a shared love of Bruce Springsteen’s mu-
sic. They’re comparing notes as the leaders of two 
of America’s most crony-laden, mismanaged, scan-
dal-ridden administrations. 

 

 

 

Thanks, 

Michael Kiernan 

Fmr. Iowa Democratic Party Chair 

Terry Branstad is not content to embarrass Iowa 
here at home – now he’s taking his act to the 
national stage.  
 
The Democratic National Committee took note 
of the national story of two scandal-plagued 
Governors getting together, hoping to avoid ac-
countability for the mismanagement of their 
states. And as the DNC points out, the real los-
ers in these two administrations are the people 
of New Jersey and Iowa, who can’t get a fair 
shake from their Government. 

Christie’s administration mastered corrupt po-
litical retribution and caused at least one death 
in the still-growing Bridgegate scandal, as po-
litical appointees punished a local official by 
closing a critical transportation artery without 
approval or any real purpose.   

The story is very similar in Iowa. Branstad 
filled state government with handpicked ap-
pointees based on political loyalty and cam-
paign contributions, not their qualifications. 
Now, taxpayer funded construction projects 
worth tens of millions of dollars are at risk of 
mismanagement or worse because they’re over-
seen by Branstad appointees with no experi-
ence managing multimillion-dollar public pro-
jects.   

Branstad and Christie share a management phi-
losophy based on cronyism, acting above the 
law, and abusing power. Christie’s New Jersey 
is the perfect place for Branstad to learn more 
about the scandal-stained brand of Republican 
politics he’s practicing. 

Jack Hatch will restore the honesty and integri-
ty to government Iowans have rightly come to 
expect.  

-Michael Kiernan 

Fmr. Iowa Democratic Party Chair 


