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As Union Members, it is our duty to 
protect workers’ rights, our work, our 

wages and benefits and expand the 
middle class. We must also protect 
our fellow brothers and sisters, and 
the American Labor Movement we 

have inherited from our brothers and 
sisters who came before us—those 

who bore the told and untold 
sacrifices and sorrows of moving us 
from a nation of slave labor, child 
labor, dangerous worksites with no 
protections, and wages that couldn't  

even sustain a poverty lifestyle.   

And how did Rauner makes his millions? Outsourcing 
jobs, bankrupting companies, and even mismanaging 
private nursing homes so badly that over 150 lawsuits 
across the country have been filed for negligence and 
wrongful deaths, amounting to over $1 billion dollars in 
awarded damages! Let’s put a stop to this “profits over 
people” mentality by stopping Rauner this November. 
 
Rauner has been attempting to mislead Illinois voters for 
over a year, that union members—you know, the folks 
who protect us through our police and fire services, teach 
our kids, build our roads and bridges, provide vital health 
and human services—are the problem in Illinois. That’s 
dead wrong. Rauner and his corporate tax-dodging 
buddies are the problem. We need to stop Rauner, and the 
only way we can do that is if you are involved with the 
campaign, talking with your family, friends and co-
workers about the dangers of Rauner and his anti-worker 
agenda. Make sure you get yourself and all your people 
to the polls this year and vote the Labor Ticket! Our 
endorsement process is extensive and these candidates 
have pledged to work for working families. The only way 
they can have the opportunity to do so is if you get out 
and make your voice heard. 
 
Rauner may have millions of dollars, but we have 
millions of workers and millions of votes. Let’s show 
Rauner the real power of workers and send a clear 
message that we have no patience for shysters in this 
state.    
 
On the inside of this newsletter, we present to you the 
facts about Rauner because you deserve to know. 
Through all the political commercials and mailers, the 
facts are drowned out by our opponent’s lies. We provide 
you this information as a trusted source that truly has 
your best interests in mind.  
 
Let’s protect our Movement. Let’s protect working 
families. Vote Labor 2014.  
 
In Solidarity,  
Dino Leone, President  
Quad City Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO  

This is the story, and the struggle of the American 
Dream. The fight goes on, year after year, to maintain 
what we’ve won and advance the agenda for an 
economy that works for all, not just the privileged few. 
These privileged few take aim at union members and 
working families every election cycle because they 
know we stand for all workers to have the opportunity 
for prosperity and dignified retirement.  
 
We stand for policies and programs like the minimum 
wage, prevailing wage, Project Labor Agreements, 
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid and affordable, 
quality education for all. They know we fight for trade 
policies that reward the American worker, not 
corporations without any national allegiance. Bruce 
Rauner, the Republican running for Governor in Illinois, 
is one of these privileged few. He has taken every 
opportunity he can to demonize organized labor, going 
on record saying that “unions are immoral and by their 
nature they’re corrupt!” 
 
Rauner is a billionaire, earning over $25,000 an hour 
last year, but he continues to deny the reality that 
millions of workers are in—living paycheck to 
paycheck, not making ends meet on a poverty minimum 
wage that desperately needs to be raised. Rauner not 
only thinks that raising the minimum wage is a bad idea, 
he has even called for the abolishment of the minimum 
wage law!  
 



Republican billionaire Bruce Rauner has been campaigning to become Illinois governor for more 
than a year now, but there are many remaining questions about his beliefs, his business dealings, 
and his plans. In many cases, these questions are a direct result of his refusal to answer reporters’ 
questions or speak publicly about his policies. Below are just some of the pieces of the puzzle 
that is Bruce Rauner—as more facts come to light, we’ll continue to fill in the picture of who the 
real Rauner is. Learn more at www.realrauner.com.  
 

Nursing Homes: Nursing homes owned by Bruce Rauner’s private equity firm GTCR (the “R” stands for 
Rauner) are currently at the center of a string of court cases alleging fraud, abuse, neglect, and wrongful death. 
The plaintiffs essentially allege GTCR’s owners (including Rauner) plundered what they could while driving the 
nursing home business into bankruptcy, and then simply walked away from the elderly victims in the wake of 
massive court judgments. After several years of providing grossly substandard care, THI found itself facing at 
least 150 lawsuits across the country for negligence and wrongful deaths. The families of several victims who 
died in THI nursing homes in Florida have filed suit in federal bankruptcy court over GTCR’s efforts to avoid 
paying more than $1 billion in damages.  
 

Outsourcing: In 2005, GTCR formed a company called H-Cube, to create “a world class business process 
outsourcing company” specifically aimed at exploiting low-cost labor markets in India, China, and the 
Philippines. H-Cube later acquired Global Realty Outsourcing Inc. and Blackheath Financial Inc., all of which 
specialized in outsourcing. When asked about outsourcing, Rauner defended the practice, saying that “Not every 
job should be in America.” When asked in a debate how many Illinois companies Rauner’s firm has been 
involved with have created jobs in the state, he couldn’t name a single one.  
 

Education: A financial analysis shows that Bruce Rauner’s budget plan would cut $4 billion per year from 
education funding. Under Rauner’s plan, one out of six public school teachers would lose their job.  
Education makes up approximately half of the state’s discretionary budget. Bruce Rauner’s proposed taxation 
plan would leave a $7.8 billion hole in the state budget, and he has offered no explanation as to how he would 
make up the resulting shortfall. The impacts of Rauner’s cuts to public education would result in the layoffs of 
more than 27,700 teachers, as well as larger class sizes and reduction of class offerings like arts and music.  
 

Taxes: Bruce Rauner is one of the 11,000 richest tax filers in the nation—he took in more than $60 million in 
2013 alone. But an investigation by the Chicago Tribune revealed that Rauner used an accounting strategy known 
as fee waivers—a technique that is now under IRS scrutiny—to avoid paying his full tax rate. Most of the 
millions he made in recent years were taxed at just 15%, less than half the usual rate for someone in his income 
bracket. Rauner used several tax-reducing strategies that are out of reach for the average working family. In 2010 
and 2011, he did not pay any Social Security or Medicare taxes. Many questions about the exact accounting 
techniques used by Rauner remain unanswered, because he has refused to release his complete tax returns. Rauner 
released just sixteen pages of his tax returns to the public, out of a possible hundreds—if not thousands. A 
Chicago Sun-Times report revealed that Bruce Rauner has holdings in offshore accounts on the Cayman Islands—
a Caribbean territory long known as a secretive tax haven. By stashing cash on the Caymans, Rauner avoided 
paying U.S and Illinois taxes on parts of his fortune. This tactic, which has been heavily criticized as a tax-
avoidance scheme, is only available to wealthy individuals who are able to pay the high minimums on these types 
of investments. Rauner wants to become governor of a state whose taxes he has tried to avoid paying.  
 
 

The following information was obtained from 
www.realrauner.com. All statements below are available 

with full source information on the website. 
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LABOR 2014 Endorsements  
 

 Rock Island County Clerk 
Karen Kinney  

 
 Mike Burns  

Board District 3 
 

 Ken “Moose” Miranda  
Board District 23 

 
 David Adams  

Board District 12 
 

 Scott Terry  
Board District 21 

 
 Virginia “Ginny” Shelton  

Board District 14 
 

 Nick Camlin  
Board District 15 

The Quad City Federation of 
Labor also endorses the Hope 

Creek Referendum and 
encourages all union households 

to vote "For" the referendum. 

TAKE THIS 
SHEET TO THE 

POLLS! 

TAKE THIS 
SHEET TO THE 

POLLS! 
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QUAD CITY 

Grace Period Registration/Voting 
 

You can register to vote all the way up until 
November 3rd! You must bring in two forms of ID 

showing current name and address. You must vote at 
the time of registration.  

  
Rock Island County Clerk’s Office  

1504 3rd Ave Rock Island  
October 25th-November 3rd  

Monday through Friday 8am-7pm 
Saturdays (10/25 & 11/1) 8am-Noon 

Sundays (Oct 26th & Nov 2nd) 10am-4pm  
 
 

If you have no changes to your registration, you must 
vote at your assigned polling place on Election Day, 

unless you decide to vote early.  
 

If you have any concerns about your eligibility to vote 
prior to or on Election Day, please do not hesitate to call 
the Rock Island County Clerk’s office at 309-558-3571. 

 
 


