
RESOLUTION 
 

OPPOSE “FAST-TRACK” OF TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP)  
TRADE AGREEMENT 

 
WHEREAS, “Fast Track” trade authority provides unilateral authority to the 
President of the United States to secretly negotiate international trade 
agreements without Congressional input whereby Congress is limited to an up or 
down vote on the finished deal; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Republican controlled Congress is proposing to grant “Fast Track” 
authority to the President for the Trans Pacific Partnership, a trade deal that 
would include countries that make up one quarter of the world’s population; and 
 
WHEREAS, this extreme level of secrecy is unacceptable in a democracy; and 
 
WHEREAS, “Fast Track” circumvents Congressional oversight, limits transparency 
and has resulted in trade agreements that have benefitted global corporations at 
the expense of American jobs, the environment, human rights, international labor 
law and monetary standards; and 
 
WHEREAS, the modern “Fast Track” model began with NAFTA and has led to 
subsequent trade deals and “favored nation“ status for China over the last two 
decades which has led to massive job loss in the U.S. and an unsustainable U.S. 
import/export deficit; and 
 
WHEREAS, outsourcing of American jobs to nations that systematically exploit its 
workers creates massive downward pressure globally on wages and has led to the 
current income crisis in America where workers are working longer and harder 
and earning less; and 
 
WHEREAS, communities of every size across the country have been adversely 
touched by unfair trade with manufacturing and support-system job loss, tax base 
erosion and neighborhood decay; and 
 
WHEREAS, a thriving production-oriented economy is necessary to sustain an 
economy that is built from the middle-class out and to provide the necessary tax 



base to support our local services and infrastructure building and maintenance; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, American public opinion is overwhelmingly against “Fast Track” trade 
authority to negotiate international trade deals, confirmed by multiple polls 
including a Hart Research survey that found voters in opposition by more than a 
2-1 margin; and 
 
WHEREAS, promoting inclusive economic growth requires a new trade negotiating 
process that ensures the perspectives of workers, farmers, environmentalists, 
small businesses, and local communities are heard and their interests addressed; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the trade negotiating process should be reformed and carefully crafted 
with a focus on wages and shared prosperity and include the following principles: 
 

 Protect and promote traditional state prerogatives and authority under our 
federal system, including providing opt-in rights for states with respect to 
procurement and service sector commitments in trade agreements; 

 Increase access to U.S. trade policy making, trade proposals, and negotiating 
texts for elected state officials and members of the public; 

 Ensure that Congress can approve trade agreement partners before trade 
negotiations begin; 

 Create trade negotiating objectives that are specific to the trade partners 
involved; 

 Advance trade rules that provide balanced trade and inclusive benefits across 
states and communities; 

 Ensure that Congress, rather than the executive branch, determines whether 
trade negotiating objectives have been met and whether trade agreements 
qualify for expedited consideration; 

 Ensure that Congress has effective opportunities to strip expedited 
consideration provisions from trade deals that fail to meet trade negotiating 
objectives or fail to incorporate Congressional and public participation; and 

 Reform failed trade policies that have cost American jobs, lowered American 
wages, devastated manufacturing communities, and impinged on democratic 
decision-making; and 

 



WHERAS, “Buy American” should be much more than just a slogan; it should be 
the priority policy centerpiece for all local, state and federal legislative and 
executive branch office holders.   
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the [State or Local Democratic Party] oppose 
“Fast Track” of the Trans-Pacific Partnership and other similar trade policies; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the [State or Local Democratic Party] be 
encouraged to engage with other groups for the  purpose of building public 
opposition to granting Fast Track Authority;  and  
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the [State or Local Democratic Party] 
communicates this position to all Democratic members of Congress, other elected 
officials, and candidates within [State or Locality]. 


