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We have the unique opportunity to change the direction of Illinois and Iowa in 2018. For 
years now, workers’ rights and our communities have been under a vicious attack funded by 
billionaires who have no respect for work, for democracy or for our hard-won civil rights.  
 
In Iowa, under Republican control, workers bargaining rights were stripped last session. 
Republicans made it harder for students and the elderly or poor to vote. The Branstad/
Reynolds Administration, with the complete support of Bill Dix in the Senate and ALEC 
Founder Linda Upmeier in the House, made dire cuts to its mental health care system. Tax 
cuts for the wealthy and corporations have erased what once was a state surplus, and now 
education from Kindergarten through the colleges has the lowest funding levels in a 
generation. And their privatization scheme made complete a debacle of the state’s once well-
run Medicaid system.  
 
 But they are not done yet with their wrecking crew. Republicans intend to turn Iowa’s 
pension system into a 401(K) despite the fact that it is one of the healthiest funds in the 
country. This is what you get under complete Republican control. It’s not about good public  

policy or creating supportive communities. They govern with the intention of making government fail.  
 
Illinois is a different battle. Governor Rauner is fighting tooth-and-nail against organized labor in his race-to-the-
bottom. Bruce Rauner wants Illinois to become an anti-union state, and he is trying to repeal prevailing wage laws 
and slash pensions for workers who have held up their end of the bargain. Bruce Rauner is downright dangerous to 
working families, and the only thing stopping him is organized labor and pro-working family legislators in the 
General Assembly.   
 
The Illinois AFL-CIO has already endorsed J.B. Pritzker for Governor because he will stand up for working families 
in Springfield. We need to work, starting now, to organize our communities to defeat Rauner in November 2018. 
Once elected, we will no longer have to work so hard to block anti-worker policies and can instead work together 
with Pritzker to build up our state with good paying jobs, investments in infrastructure, and equal pay for women.  
 
And already, in both states, people are on the move. In the last year, we have seen resurgence in activism 
opposing some the worst leadership we have ever known. People have grown sick and tired of elected leaders who 
have only served big business and the rich.  In response, we have elected diverse, young, and energetic members 
to city councils and school boards on both sides of the river – and this has been an inspiration.  
 
The Quad City Area has a lot of dedicated union members and retirees who work hard every day to make our 
community a better place to live. We are joined by the river and work and live as one community. Folks in both 
Illinois and Iowa have witnessed what Republican Governors would do and have done to rob the citizens of their 
wages and their rights.  
 
Elections are fast approaching – the Iowa Mid-term Caucuses in February, Illinois Primary in March, and the Iowa 
Primary in June….all before the General Election in November 2018. Each one is our chance to put the pro-working 
family agenda first. So stay active, keep talking to your friends, your neighbors, even the conservative relative at 
holiday parties. We need to stand up and fight like hell to protect what is rightfully ours.  
 
In Solidarity,  
Dino Leone 
President 
 



Former Quad City Federation of Labor President and 
UFCW Local 431 President  Jerry Messer enjoys the 
Hall of Fame Banquet with his wife, Diane.  

Congresswoman Cheri Bustos (D-IL) speaks to the crowd 
at the Hall of Fame Dinner.  

New Delegates are sworn-in to the Quad City Feder-

ation of Labor at the October Meeting. 

Local Labor Volunteers are standing in solidarity with 

Operating Engineers Local 150 in protesting Ryan and 

Associates 



1 out of every 3 people have problems in purchasing 
basic needs in the Quad Cities. Every May, the Nation-
al Letter Carriers Association, the Quad City Federa-
tion of Labor, and the United Way of the Quad Cities 
Area come together with our community to help fill 
River Bend Food Bank. This year was the 25th Annual 
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive and the Quad Cities 
raised a record 112,000 pounds of food for our needi-
est members of our community. 

 

This entire event is run by volunteers and we want to 
thank all of those volunteers to helped out to make 
this year’s food drive the most successful yet. It is with 
the help of our friends in labor that we continue to 
make a lasting difference in the communities that we 
call home.  

 

Be on the lookout for next year’s food drive!  



 This year, much like years past, the Quad City Federation of Labor had no shortage of qualified nominations for the East 
Central Iowa- North Western Illinois AFL-CIO Hall of Fame. We inducted two great labor leaders into the Hall of Fame this year. 
Brother Randy Donnelly of AFGE 2119 and Sister Sheri Carnahan of AFSCME 3011.  

 Brother Donnelly graduated from the Rock Island Arsenal Machinist Apprentice Class of 1987. He is a member of AFGE 
Local 2119 and retired from the Rock Island Arsenal after 33 years of a journeyman machinist. He served his local union as a 
steward, senior steward, vice-president, and president. He is a delegate for AFGE Local 2119 to the Quad City Federation of La-
bor and was later elected to the executive board.  

 Sister Carnahan was an employee of Iowa Workforce Development until her retirement in 2007. When she started, 
public employees did not have the right to form a Union but that changed when the Iowa Legislature and Governor Ray agreed 
to pass legislation giving State workers the right to collectively bargain.  

The first State contract was negotiated in 1980 and Sheri became a dues paying member of AFSCME Iowa Council 61, Local 
3011. She was elected to various offices as a member of 3011 including three terms as President. She also served as , a Steward 

and a two time member of the State Negotiating team. In addition to her duties for Local 
3011, she also served on the United Way Labor Participation Committee and later as Secre-
tary Treasurer for the Quad City Federation of Labor. 

 Tracey Bultinck, a member of NALC Local 292, was awarded the 2017 John White 
Community Service Award.  Tracey has lived her entire life in the Quad Cities and has worked 
at the Rock Island Post Office full time since 1992. As a letter carrier, she’s proud to have 
been a member of National Association of Letter Carriers Branch 292. She currently serves as 
treasurer of the branch. She recently celebrated her 25th wedding anniversary with her hus-
band, Tony Bultinck. They have two children Bridget and Andrew. Giving back to the commu-
nity has always been important to Tracey. She’s been an active PTA member, serving as Pres-

ident while her children attended John Deere Middle School. Being a letter carrier and PTA member allowed her to do double 
duty for the First Day Fund. Letter carriers used to pick up school supplies one Saturday every July and then as a PTA member, 
she would help to sort the supplies and get them ready to be distributed. Tracey takes great pride in having participated in the 
NALC Food Drive annually for her entire career and serving as the Branch 292 Food Drive Coordinator for the last few years.  

 We were honored to have Congresswoman Cheri Bustos address the crowd and give us an update on what is happening 
in the U.S. Congress. Congresswoman Bustos is a great friend to organized labor and she continues to fight for working families 
in Washington D.C. 

 Our keynote speaker had the crowd energized for the 2018 election and laid out what is at stake. State Representative, 
and Illinois Lieutenant Governor Candidate, Juliana Stratton electrified the crowd and explained how she and J.B. Pritzker are 
going to rebuild Illinois and the middle class through unions and hard work. We were very lucky to have an eloquent speaker 
and congratulations again to all of our award winners and inductees that evening!  

 



Thousands of people lined the streets of East Moline this year for 
the 34th Annual East Moline Labor Day Parade. The parade is 
meant to show off the hard work and contributions that our 
brothers and sisters in organized labor provide to our community. 

 

Back this year was the popular Oscar Meyer Weinermobile along 
with countless John Deere Combines and MidAmerican Utility 
Trucks. There was plenty of candy and laughter along the parade 
route.  

 

Our Grand Marshal this year was Brother Randy Donnelly of AFGE 
2119. Brother Donnelly has done countless acts for organized    
labor throughout his decades of service as well as serving honor-
ably in the Vietnam War. There is no doubt that working families 
are better off in our area due to Brother Donnelly’s contributions. 
We were honored to have him as our 2017 Grand Marshal.  
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Upcoming Events: 

December 18th: Iowa Legislative Tour Feat. Ken Sagar 

@UFCW 431 Hall. 

 

December 25th– Christmas 

 

January 15th– Quad City Federation of Labor Meeting 

 

February 19– Quad City Federation of Labor Meeting 

 

March 19th– Quad City Federation of Labor Meeting 

 

For more information, call 309-788-1303 


